
HOST CITY  
BASIC FACTS

LEICESTER
•	 Leicester’s city centre and shopping streets bundle around medieval landmarks like the 

bustling Market Place and the timber-framed Guild Hall.

•	 Follow ‘the Golden Mile’ north of the city centre for a number of curry restaurants. 

•	 Leicester Market is the largest outdoor covered marketplace in Europe.

•	 There are plenty of quaint English tearooms on the route.

•	 Follow the history of Richard III trail with a visit to Bosworth 
Battlefield	in	Sutton	Cheney	where	the	king	lost	his	life	during	the	
War of the Roses.

•	 Leicester holds one of the biggest annual celebrations of Diwali 
outside of India. 

•	 Leicester has retained a remarkable record of its past in buildings 
that still stand today including ancient Roman pavements and 
baths.

•	 Immigrant groups today make up around 40% of Leicester’s population.

LONDON
•	 London is brimming with activities, from the Houses of Parliament and Big Ben, to taking in a 

show in the glitzy West End or picnicking in a Royal Park. 

•	 London attracts over 14 million international visitors per year.

•	 Shopping	expeditions	range	from	traditional	East	End	markets	like	Spitalfields	and	
Petticoat Lane to bustling Oxford Street and Kensington High Street in the west. 

•	 Easy day trips out of London include an hour’s train journey south to the 
seaside resort of Brighton.

•	 An open-top bus tour is a great way of taking in many iconic attractions in 
one sitting, such as the 52-metre Nelson’s Column, Tower of London and 
St Paul’s cathedral. 

•	 The London Underground is the oldest underground railway network 
in the world.

•	 For great views over the city and beyond, hop inside a capsule on the 
London Eye, or take in the view from the gleaming new Shard. 

•	 London has hosted the Summer Olympics three times: in 1908, 1948, 
and 2012.

•	 Go	to	the	magical	film	set	at	Hogwarts	wizardry	school	and	view	iconic	
props like the speedy Nimbus 2000 broomstick on the Harry Potter tour 
at Warner Bros Studio Tour London, in Leavesden.

•	 London has around 150 theatres showing a wide range of musicals, plays 
and fringe dramas.


