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It was a crisp, sunny 
Saturday morning in 

Ruggerland.   

Rugger, 
William, Webb 
and Alice were 
up on the hill, 
enjoying a 

refreshing 
swim in 

the pool 
beneath the 

waterfall.  
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William, Webb and Alice were having a great time.  They dived 
into the bubbling blue water and splashed each other with 
bombs and belly flops.  Rugger got out of the pool to look 
down at the sea far below.  He 
wanted to see if the waves 
were good enough to go 
surfing after lunch.  
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Rugger’s eyes opened wide. He 
couldn’t believe what he saw down 
among the waves.  He could see a 

big black ship sailing into the 
bay.  The ship’s massive black 

sails were full of air and 
Rugger could see the 

skull and crossbones 
flag flapping in the 
breeze.  It was a 
pirate ship.
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 “Quick everyone,” shouted Rugger to his friends. “Run and hide!  There’s a big, 
black pirate ship on the way and it looks pretty scary to me!”  
William and Webb didn’t need to be told twice and the three 
boys dived under the nearest bush.  The wet tog bottoms of 
Rugger, William and Webb were left sticking out of the 
shaking shrub.  
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Alice didn’t run and hide.  Instead she stood for a while 
watching the pirate ship.  She could see that 
the ship’s crew were all young pirates who 
didn’t look much older than Alice and her 
Ruggerbee friends.  All of the young pirates 
were busy doing jobs around the ship.  Alice 
could see that 
some of 
them were 
scrubbing the deck while others were feeding 
a flock of bright green parrots.
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One group of 
pirates began to 
pull down the big 
black sails and another 
group struggled to 
throw a heavy-
looking 
anchor over 
the side of 
the ship.  It 
looked like 
the pirates 
were going 
to dock at 
Ruggerland!  
Alice watched 
as some of the 
pirates climbed into 
three wooden rowboats and began to row through the 
waves towards the beach.
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As the rowboats came nearer, Alice was sure she could see one of the pirates 
carrying a rugby ball.  She turned to call to Rugger, William and Webb.  “Hey you 
guys, come out from that bush.  These pirates might not be as 
scary as you think and it looks like they might play 

rugby, just like us.”  
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A voice came out of the bush.           
It sounded like Rugger’s voice, 
but it was muffled by all the 
leaves that were stuck 
in his mouth.  
“Alice, all 
pirates are 
scary and 
horrible, 
don’t you 
know 
anything?  I 
read it in a book.  
Everyone knows 
you never 
go near 
pirates.”  
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Another voice said, “I’ll have a sleep here until it’s all clear.  Just let me know when 
the pirates have all gone.”  That was Webb, who was hiding next to Rugger. 
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Alice was getting annoyed because she didn’t like talking to the boys’ shaking bottoms.  
Then William’s head popped out the top of the bush.  “Okay you guys, I think we need 
to be brave like Alice,” he said.  “We should go and meet these pirates down on the 
beach.  If they have got a rugby ball then maybe we could challenge them to a game.”  
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“Good idea William,” said Alice. “That’s the spirit.  I mean, how horrible can these 
pirates really be?”
Alice grabbed each boy by the legs and dragged him out from under the bush.  Rugger 

stopped to spit the leaves out of his mouth.  William wiped the mud 
off his knees and Webb picked all the sticks out of his 

hair.
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The four Ruggerbees picked 
up their bags and set 
off down the hill.  
They walked very 
close together 
because they were 
so nervous.  Webb 
wanted to 
run in the 
opposite 
direction 
but since he 
was such a 
loyal friend he 
stayed with the 
group.
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Down at the beach, the pirates had pulled their rowboats up on the sand.  As the 
Ruggerbees walked down onto the beach their knees were trembling with fear. 
There were seven pirates waiting there and, just as Alice had thought, they looked 
like they were about the same age as 
Rugger, William, Webb and Alice.  But 
they sure looked different.  
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The pirates had long messy hair, lots of tattoos and hairy nostrils. They wore big gold 
earrings, colourful scarves and flappy trousers full of holes.  They were carrying ratty 
tatty ropes, old bits of paper and some very sharp-looking swords.  Some of them 
even had squawking green parrots sitting on their shoulders.
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The scariest pirate, who had the 
biggest tattoos, stinkiest breath 

and dirtiest fingernails, spoke first.  
“My name is Ghastly Gilbert the 

Boy Pirate, but you can call 
me Gilbert.  On our travels, 
we have heard many tales 
about the Ruggerbees 
and their incredible rugby 

skills.  We were hoping 
that you could teach us 
how to play.
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”One month from now, we will play in the Little Pirates Pastimes Competition.  We 
want to enter the rugby contest because we’re bored with winning the leapfrog race 
every year.   We’ve only 
read about rugby in 
our books and 
we don’t 
have much 
room on 
our ship to 
practise.  
But we 
have 
brought 
along our 
own ball.”
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Gilbert walked back to the rowboat and lifted out their ball.  Straight away, Rugger 
could see that it wasn’t a rugby ball. It was a cannonball! 
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“Well, that explains all the bandages on their toes,” 
thought Rugger to himself.  He didn’t want to upset 
Gilbert, but he didn’t want 
to play rugby with a 
cannonball!  “You see,” 
said Rugger, “that ball 
won’t really work, it 
might be a bit heavy 
to throw around.  
You can share 
our proper 
rugby ball, 
which luckily 
I have right 
here in my bag.  
Let’s go for a run 
around!”
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The Ruggerbees and the pirates set off towards the rugby field.  What a funny 
looking bunch!  There wasn’t much talking, except for the screaming and 
squawking from the pirates’ cheeky parrots.  
When William thought the pirates couldn’t hear him, he 
whispered to Rugger, “I’ll be surprised if we can teach 
this lot anything.  I’ve heard that pirates are a pretty 

stupid bunch.”  
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“Don’t be so mean,” whispered Rugger.  

 “Yeah, don’t be so mean!” said a voice 
from behind.  Rugger and William both 
jumped.  It was Gilbert and he’d heard 
what William had said.  “Oh no,” thought 
William.  “I’m in trouble now!”
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“I know pirates might seem stupid because all we do is sail around the world never 
going to school,” said Gilbert, with an annoyed look on his face.  William swallowed 
hard because this was a big telling off.  

Gilbert continued.  “We learn all the things 
you learn, just in other ways.

“We learn about history 
by listening to 

stories from 
the older 
pirates.  We 
practise our 
maths by 
counting 
everything 

we see: 
seagulls, 
whales, 

islands, other 
ships.”
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“We practise our 
English and our 
alphabet by 
writing letters 
to kings 
and queens 
asking to sail 
through 
their seas.  
We read 
every 
rugby book 
we can get 
our hands 
on, so that’s 
our reading.  
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 “Now all we need to do is 
practise what we’ve 

read about in 
those rugby 
books because 
we really want 

to win at the 
Little Pirates 
Pastimes 
Competition.  
So you see 
we learn lots 
of things 
but we learn 
in different 

ways to you.”  
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William felt terrible.  “I’m really sorry Gilbert,” he said with his head down.  
“I should think before I speak.”  

The Ruggerbees decided to make it up to the pirates 
by showing them a great time on the rugby field and 
teaching them as many 
different skills 
as they 
could 
think 
of.  
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For a couple of hours the Ruggerbees taught the pirates about scrums and lineouts, 
rucking and mauling, chip kicks and scissor moves.  The pirates learnt safety rules 
like no head-high tackles and other important rules like eating oranges at halftime 
and shaking hands after the game.  
Finally, the pirates played a game of rugby against the Ruggerbees.  The visitors 

played so well that they nearly won, in their very first game.  The final 
score was 15 to the Ruggerbees and 12 to the pirates.  After the 
game, Rugger, William, Webb and Alice clapped for the pirates 

and said 
“well 

done” as 
they 
walked 
off the 
field.
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Afterwards, the pirates taught the 
Ruggerbees some special pirate skills, like how 
to swordfight and tie knots in rope and read star maps for 
sailing around at night.  They all had a fantastic time together.
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As they walked back 
to the beach, the 

pirates thanked the 
Ruggerbees.  Alice 
wished them good 
luck for the Little 
Pirates Pastimes 

Competition and 
Rugger gave them 
his rugby ball as a 
present.  As he was 
leaving, Gilbert patted 

William on the shoulder 
so William knew he 

had been forgiven 
for the unkind 
things he had said 

about the pirates.  
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The pirates pushed out their rowboats, jumped in, and rowed back to their ship. As 
the pirates raised their black sails and lifted up the anchor, Gilbert turned and waved 
back at his Ruggerbee friends.  
Rugger, William, Webb and Alice walked slowly along the beach towards home. 
Watching the pirate ship sail away, they could see the pirates kicking their new ball 
over the crow’s nest in the glow of the setting sun. 
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 “Those pirates were really interesting,” said Alice.  
“Wouldn’t it be boring if our lives were all the same?”

“It sure would,” said William.  
“I’m going to try not to 
judge people by the 
way they look, no 
matter how dirty 
their fingernails 
might be!”
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“And,” said 
Webb, 
“now we 
know that 
we can learn 
something 
from everyone, 
including cool 
tricks like 
reading star maps.”

“I’ve had a great day,” said 
Rugger.  “Just think about 
what we would have missed 
if we hadn’t come out from 
under those bushes to meet 
Ghastly Gilbert and our new pirate mates!”
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